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Introduction

This User’s Guide introduces Model Codes for Post-Conflict Criminal Justice, a 
three-volume series designed to assist those working in criminal law reform in 
post-conflict states. The series is the product of a five-year project spearheaded 

by the United States Institute of Peace and the Irish Centre for Human Rights, in co-
operation with the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human 
Rights and the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime.

This volume, volume I, contains the first of the Model Codes—the Model Criminal 
Code. Volume II contains the Model Code of Criminal Procedure, while volume III 
contains the Model Detention Act and the Model Police Powers Act.

This User’s Guide is divided into four chapters. Chapter 1 outlines the need for 
criminal law reform in post-conflict states, the evolution of interest in the topic among 
the international community, and the drafting and consultation process used to create 
the Model Codes. Chapter 2 discusses the many potential uses of the Model Codes in 
post-conflict criminal law reform efforts. Chapter 3 provides a synopsis of the Model 
Criminal Code. Chapter 4 sets out guiding principles for those involved in the process 
of criminal law reform.
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