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FOREWDRD

uicide bombings in Iraq are among today’s most pressing and puz-

zling issues. The number of attacks is extraordinarily high: Although

hard to pinpoint, the total is certainly greater than all such incidencs
in other conflicts, including Israel-Palestine and Sri Lanka, combined.
The atvacks, most of which are by car bombs, are primarily directed by
violent Islamists against tellow Muslims, and civilians are the targets of
choice. The bombers are mostly foreign, nort Iraqi, although we still do not
know who is behind most attacks {(the identity of 58 percent of the perpe-
trators is unknown). Clearly suicide bombing in Iraq is largely an imported
phenomenon.

Although suicide bombings constitute only a part of the broad-based
insurgency—whether or not it is a civil war—they are a cricical part of the
dilemma the U.S. government faces. The bombings both represent and
provoke sectarian violence that has disrupted Iraq’s state-building process
and spread fear and insecurity. Approximately half of all suicide bombings
occur in and around Baghdad, the center of power. [ronically, both the
major group organizing them, al Qaeda in Iraq, and the U.S. government
agree that the war in Traq is an integral part of a global struggle and that
what happens chere will affect the furure of Islamism and terrorism
worldwide.

‘Ihe author of Manufacturing Human Bombs: The Making of Palestin-
ian Suicide Bombers, Mohammed Hafez has extensive experience as both
a scholarly researcher and an expert adviser to many organizations and
government agencies. Suicide Bombers in Iragq rellects his impressive
knowledge and research. His extensive use of texts in Arabic is indispens-
able to the persuasiveness and authenticity of a carefully presented and
documented argument. The phenomenon of suicide bombing has attracted
immense attention, but his is the first in-depth study of the lraqi experi-
ence. It is a particularly timely contribution to our understanding of con-
temporary political violence.

Hafez uses a social movement approach to explain in convincing detail
the dynamics and complexities of the mobilization process behind suicide
bombings. e emphasizes the way suicide atracks have been framed as
martyrdom operations and how the sponsoring organizations have relied
on existing social nerworks to recruit volunteers in the region and in
Europe. He shows that aithough all the Sunni insurgent groups use che
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language of Islam, only two (al Qaeda in Iraq and Ansar al-Sunna) make
suicide bombings the hallmark of their campaigns. “The ideological basis of
both groups is jihadi Salafism, nor [raqi nationalism, and these organiza-
tions are not rooted in Iraq’s Sunni community. They seck state collapse in
order to establish an Islamic regime that will replace the safe haven they
lost in Afghanistan after 2001, 'Thus suicide atracks do net occur at ran-
dom bur follow a partern; they are timed to coincide with both military
and political initiatives by coalition forces and the Traqi government.

The study reveals the heavy weight of the past, someching those unfa-
miliar with history have not always appreciated. The legacy of Afghani-
stan in the 1980s and 1990s, for example, is still very much with us. The
foreign networks on which al Qaeda in Iraq and Ansar al-Sunna depend—
indeed the groups outside the country from which they sprang—grew out
of the dispersion of the al Qaeda organization in Afghanistan. Without
these contacts, few suicide bombers would have gone to Iraq. The strength
of the jihadi Salafist movemene in [raq and elsewhere also results from the
historical deficiencies of Middle Eastern Muslim regimes that have failed
to provide effective or legitimate governing structures and, in the eyes of
Islamists, failed to defend Muslims against Western encroachments. By
suppressing dissent at home rather than trying to solve the problems that
lay behind it, they drove radical Islamists abroad—a displacement of dis-
content that they did not discourage. Furthermore, suicide terrorism in
Paiestine provided an important basis for the legitimization of cthe tactic
in lraq. The practice of “martyrdom” had become normalized and accepred
by many Muslims in the Middle East, facilitating its adoption under dif-
ferene circumstances in Iraq.

Another significant contribution of Hafez's analysis is its emphasis on
the emotional as well as the ideological justifications of violence. What he
calls the mythology of martyrdom historically has been associated with
Shia, rather than Sunni, Islam. But in Jraq the jihadists have managed to
develop a compelling narrative that jusrifies and venerates both self-
sacrifice and the killing of civilians in the name of religion. They tell a
story of humiliation and redemption through the heroic aces of a small
band of defenders of the faith. Moreover, the religious story is grafted onto
traditional values in Iraqi society, such as defense of honor and masculin-
ity. Hafez shows how hatred of the Shia, regarded by jihadi Salafists as
apostates, heretics, and collaborators since the very beginning of Islam,
can justify vielence that seems inexplicably cruel to outsiders.




FOREWORD

Obviously the abuses at Abu Ghraib played directly into the hands of
the jihadists. Disseminated via satellite relevision and the Interner, their
videos appeal o susceptible audiences across the globe. The images they
convey are a powerful recruiting tool.

‘This study’s prognosis is a sober one. However well-intentioned U.S.
actions might have been in 2003, by intervening in Iraq the United States
has made the “near” and “far” enemies of Islamism into one. Mohammed
Hatez ably explains how and why suicide terrorism has contributed to the
“slide toward chaos” observed by the Irag Study Group in 2006.

Martha Crenshaw

John E. Andrus Professer of Government
Wesleyan University
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ANOTE ON DATA, SOURCES, AND TERMS

finished writing this book in QOctober 2006. However, data collection

for the majority of charts that appear in chapter 3 ended in February

2006. As a result, some developments that occurred after February
2006 are not reflected in these charts. This limitation is unfortunate, but
it is also inevitable. Sorting through press reports and other source materi-
als to update charts with reliable data would have delayed publication by
several months, during which time events in Iraq would have necessitated
further data collection and, thus, further delays. I have tried to compen-
sate for this shortcoming by including some of the most recent data from
other sources in the main text.

'The data in the descriptive charts are based on open-source informa-
tion and papers of record. These resources include the Open Source
Center (OSC, previously Foreign Broadcast Information Service, FBIS),
which can be located at www.opensource.gov. However, this is a password-
protected Web site and requires U.S. government permission for access.
Other sources include the New York Times, the Washington Post, and
other news agencies accessible through the LexisNexis Academic search
engine. Chart 2 draws from dara in the Brookings Institution [raq Index
(www.brookings.edufiraqindex).

I checked each data point for accuracy by seeking specific information
on the datc and location of an attack, as well as the casualcy rate and group
claiming responsibilicy. A news report that did not include ar least the date
and location of the attack was left our of the data. This selection process
undoubtedly will raise objections thar this book underestimates the num-
ber of suicide attacks in Iraq. That may be the case, bur the procedure was
necessary to ensure the reliability of the dara.

This book refers to many documents and videos produced by insur-
gents in Iraq. They were downloaded from their Web sites or the sites of
their supporters. Unfortunately, many of these sites regularly disappear
and reappear under different Web addresses. ‘Therefore, it is very likely
that some of the Web sites in the notes cannot be accessed. I have down-
loaded all the insurgent video clips referred to in chapters 4 and 5, as well
as all the Arabic documents from the Tawhid wal fibad Web site referred
to repeatedly in chapters 4 and 5. This Web site is frequently down. Readers
intercsted in a specific document for research purposes may send an e-mail
request to me at hafezm@umbkce.edu.
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A NOTE ON DATA, SOURCES, AND TERMS

The source data for appendix 2, which contains the names of 102
known suicide bombers in Iraq, came from insurgent materials such as al
Qaeda in Iraq's Biographies of Eminent Martyrs, an online publication dis-
tributed through jihadi forums; video clips of suicide operations distrib-
uted by insurgent groups; and a 157-page document enticled Martyrs in
Irag, teaturing the names of 394 volunteers (mostly Arabs) who perished
in that country. The document was distributed on the Majdah Forum
(www.majdah.com/vh).

I transliterated Arabic words phonetically so that the reader may pro-
nounce them as an Arabic speaker does. As a result, [ did not always
adhere to the International Journal of Middle Eastern Studies translitera-
tion system custemarily used by specialists on the Middle East. I also did
not use diacritic marks to denote the Arabic letter ‘ayn ("a, "u, or *i) except
in rare instances when it might be confused with the letter #/if Finally,
specialists usually distinguish the collective noun Shia from the singular
or adjectival Shii (for example, “the Shia in Najaf attended a Shii shrine™},
but I use Shia throughout to avoid confusing nonspecialists.
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